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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — AMALGAMATIONS 

847. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Leader of National Party: 

The Premier said that the local government amalgamation process was signed off on by cabinet. If it is 
National Party policy not to participate in this process, did the Leader of the National Party participate in the 
cabinet deliberations in relation to this policy decision, and did he sign off on this decision as a member of 
cabinet? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

Just to make the point for the opposition, the arrangement that we have in place is an alliance arrangement 
between the Liberal Party and the National Party. I think sometimes that is not fully understood. From time to 
time, there are differences in policy positions, and what we have been able to very effectively do over the last 
six years is manage the governance of this state to achieve fantastic outcomes for all of regional Western 
Australia and all of Western Australia. We have been able to deliver fantastic outcomes. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: One of the principles of that relationship is that when cabinet decisions are made and there 
is a difference of view, then, as I said in answer to the last question, the National Party reserves the right to step 
outside of the cabinet process. I am not going to talk in this house about cabinet processes. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time. I do not want a wall of noise. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is absolutely appropriate to not talk about cabinet processes in Parliament. The 
opposition is talking about cabinet decisions. I highlight again two really important points: firstly, we have 
a very effective alliance relationship that has delivered really good outcomes for Western Australia; and, 
secondly, as part of that alliance process, if there are strong differences of views, the National Party reserves the 
right to not be part of the cabinet process when it makes some decisions. 
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